Dafly Express Phouograoph

“TRAMONTANA”

T the time of the Boat Show this vear Mr, R. 8. Wilkins

asked Vosper, Ltd., to design and bulld a boai with the
ohject of having a shot al winning the Offishore Power Boat
Race, and “ Tramontana " was the result.

The maximam waterline length limiy [or the event is 40 .
amd as, of other factors, the greater this dimension
the less the wave-making resistance and the greater the speed,
Vaospers chose to approach the maximum—ithe actual length
being 39 (L I in. Nawrally, though, speed is also allied to
power, weight and bull form and considerable thought was given
to these three consideralions.

For the engines. the company decided on twin C. R.M.I83
ADs, These engines are based on the Iseua-Fraschum petral
uniis much used o0 Lialian M T B s and similar [ast cral. Each
delivers 1,150 bhp at 2,000 rp.m,

Propeller design

Coupled with power oulpul s prapelier design and Vospers
used their cavilation lunnel o design prup-:ﬁen with fully
cavitaung blade backs. For these to be efficent, the engime
revolutions had (e be increased from 2,000 ta 3000 at the
propellers. The meoters are mounted all and the step-up in
revalutions 15 achieved through Vosper vee-drives

A hemeogeneous, hight siruciure was aimed al and achieved
by the use of techmigues employed by the company i building
palfal bouls. Basically the method s o use glue joinis on
skin, frumes and Reors wherever possible, so that the areas of
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local stress caused by normal melal lasienings are aveided.

As lo Lhe (orm of the boat, nk tests were carried oul on
a number of bull forms, including the high deadrise type which
was 0 successful last year, bul the one fnally selecied 15 very
much in ling with moest modern Vosper craft. That is, iL has a
high chine forward; the deadrise gradoally dying away lo,
perhaps, five or six degrees atl the trunsem. This form has
proved efficient 1n both theory and practice

Those who followed the race last vear will remember that
the smmﬁmmm on the two Amencan boats were right at
the stern is year the trend has spread and a number of
other craft have appeared in imitation, There arc reasons
for this right ah po]:ﬁfun; the principal one being that there is
less vertical movement there for the helmsman than in any
other part of the boat. On the other hand the pasilon tends
1o be rather perilous in some of the craft, in thay, if the engines
farl, a following sea could pour strmghm ever the transom,
causing something of a mess, Furthermore, the visibility from
right aft 1s very poor in any sort of a sea. Vospers have not
drifted with [ashion; the wheel 13 in s traditional place, just
aft of amudships.

As “Tramentana ™ s almest a pure racing boal. there 5
little sccommaedanen, bul there are two berths, settees and &
Lenlet to provide seme comler mn harbour and for thase below,

Principal Dimensions

Length o.a, 42 ft. 3 In.
Length w.l. 38 ft. 2 in.
Beam (moulded) 13 ft. 0 in.
Depth (moulded) 6 ft. 7in.




